Chris Birks
The Lisle Examiner

Lisle — A single vehicle accident Thursday afternoon caused the death of a Lisle teenager. Nicole Ping, a
sophomore at Colonial High School was killed when a car driven by a friend went out of control and
struck a tree.

¢ Who, what, where and when (I used a dateline too)
e Accident first (what happened) - name second (who did it happen to)
e She “caused the death of a Lisle teenage” then directly state her name.

“In a flash [the car] was over the curb and then hit my tree so hard | thought it was going to knock it
over,” said witness Ruth Herwarthe.

e Quote ties to last sentence of lead

e By her saying "my” I establish she is the home owner what having to write it myself
e Change “it” to [the car] so quote makes sense

e AP Style —“Blah,” said Chris Birks.

Ping was not wearing her seatbelt and died from hitting the windshield, according to Lisle Police Chief
Barry Kopperud. The driver, Anthony Gould, was driving with a suspended licenses and also received
injuries; a back seat passenger was slightly injured. Gould was arrested and charged with manslaughter.

e More supporting details — safety belts — important, but not as much as the death
e Paraphrasing police chief and attributing facts to him

e Charges brought against Gould

e Maybe use Nicole instead of Ping since father (Ping too) quoted, pub style choice

Friends and family are stunned about the news of Nicole’s death.
e Transition sentence into last quote

“The shock and emptiness are beyond words right now,” said Louis Ping, Nicole’s father. “I don’t
understand what has happened or why it has happened. | just know life will never be the same.”

e Strong quote to end on
e Put attribution in-between two quotes, instead of at end.
e Story flow — Inverted Pyramid with solid transitions
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS REPORTING

Assume that the Police Department for your city released the following report of a traffic acci-
dent. Write a story that summarizes the accident. Following the report is an explanation of the
codes used in the report and some additional information for follow-up or sidebar stories. Your
instructor might ask that you write about only the accident or write follow-up or sidebar stories
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Name Class Cz==
Weather 09-Shoulders (none, low, soft, 02-Two lanes
01-Fair high) 03-Three ianes
02-Cloudy 04-Four ianes
i Traffic control 05-Five lanes
03-Fog, smog, smoke 06-Six or more tanes
04-Rain 01-Neone

05-Sleeat, hail, freezing rain/
drizzle

08-Snow

07-Severe crosswinds
08-Blowing sand, soil, dirt,
sSnow

09-Other

10-Unknown

Read surface

01-Concrete
02-Asphatt
03-Brick
04-Gravel
05-Dirt
06-Other

Road defects

01-None

02-Cil, sand or gravel on
surface

03-Ruts, holes, bumps
04-Construction zone
05-Worn, polished surface
06-Obstruction in road
07-Traffic control device incp-
erative

02-Traffic control signal
03-Flashing traffic control
signal

04-School zone signal
05-Stop sign

0&-Yield sign

07-Warning sigh
08-Railrcad crossing device
08-Unknown

Type location

01-Intersection (3-way)
02-Intersection (4-way)
03-Public street or highway
04-Private driveway or parking
lot

Trafficway character

01-Straight and jevel
02-Straight and on slope
03-Straight and on hilitop
04-Curved and level
05-Curved and on slope
06-Curved and on hilltop

Trafficway lanes
01-One lane

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Ruth Herwarthe, withess: “The car seemed came over the hill just this side of 44th Street
and for a moment it seemed to be airborne. Then when it hit ground, that's when it
seemed to go out of control. In a flash it was over the curb and then it hit my tree so hard
| thought it was going to knock it over. Two of the Kids in the car were hurt pretty bad.
| think the girl hit the windshield with her head. Her face was all bloody and she wasn’t
moving. One of the boys was hurt bad enough he couldn’t walk. The other boy—| don’t
know if he was the driver—seemed just fine.”
Barry Kopperud, police chief: “Nicole Ping was in the back seat and was not wearing a

seat belt. The force of the impact propelled her into the windshield, which she struck head

Vision obscured

01-No obstruction
02-Cbstruction in one or more
of the vehicles {passengers,
cargo, elc.)

03-Shrubs, trees

04-Walls, buildings

05-Roads intersect at odd
angle

06-Other vehicles

Class of trafficway

01-Residential street
02-Arterial street

03-Highway, uncentrolled ac-
cess

04-Highway, controlled access

Type of trafficway

01-Undivided two-way traffic
02-Two-way iraffic separated
by vellow line

03-Two-way traffic separated
by median

04-One way traffic
05-One-way traffic with two or
more lanes

first. She was not responsive at the scene of the accident and was taken to Sacred Heart
Hospital at 3:45 p.m. She was pronounced dead about an hour later. The driver, Anthony
Gould, was also taken to the hospital. | understand he’s been released but did receive
serious injuries. Gould wasn’t wearing a seat belt or shoulder harness, but his airbag did
deploy. The third person in the car was Kevin Shadgott. He was the only person wearing

a seat belt. Gould had his license revoked two months ago after two previous incidents of
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negligent and reckless driving. Neither of those incidents resulted in injuries, but one did
involve his losing control of the vehicle, leaving the roadway and striking a mailbox.”

INFORMATION ABOUT NICOLE PING

Nicole Ping was a sophomore at Colonial High School. Hundreds of students and teach-
ers participated in a memorial for her three days after the accident. After playing some of
Nicole’s favorite songs, her friends, teachers and relatives gave brief remembrances of
her. Sara Shepard, the daughter of Frank and Helen Shepard and a close friend of Ni-
cole’s said, “l just started screaming when | heard Nicole had died. | can’t believe she’s
gone. We both loved music and science and math. We helped each other and cared for
each other. Now she won’t be there shymore.” Jeanette Weinstein, a teacher at Colo-
nial, said Nicole was a 4.0 student and was especially strong in mathematics. “She was
so bright that there was no topic she could not master. She was just one of the best,”
Weinstein said. Louis Ping, Nicole’s father, said, “Far Nicole’s mother and me, the light of
our lives has just gone out. The shock and emptiness are beyond words right now. | don't
understand what has happened or why it has happened. | just know that life will never be
the same.”

ANTHONY GOULD’S FIRST COURT APPEARANCE

Two weeks after the accident that killed Nicole Ping, Anthony Gould appeared in the
courtroom of Judge Marci Hall for first appearance on charges of manslaughter and driv-
ing without a license. Hall set bond at $25,000. Helen Wehr, assistant county attorney, has
asked that bond be set at $40,000 because Gould had failed to appear at an earlier hear-
ing and because he had been cited again since the accident that killed Nicole Ping for
driving without a license. Hall said she was concerned about Gould’s continuing to drive
without a license but the failure to appear had been because Gould had fractured his hip
in the accident. When he appeared in court, he was in a wheelchair. Hall asked Gould if
he had anything to say in his behalf. Gould said, “The cther guys in the car were talking
about taking the hill on Baltimore. We had gone over it the night before, sc we went in
that direction. When | got to 44th and Baltimore | built up speed to go over the hill. | guess
| was going about 60. | slowed down a little bit before | jumped it. | jumped the hill, and
there was this truck in front of me that | would have crashed into—but | swerved out of
the way. [ must have blacked out because | don’t remember what happened next. | woxs
up in the ambulance. | had no idea. No cne wanted it to happen. It wasn’t something th=:
someone saw coming. | don’t like hurting pecple or anything like that. Nobody knew it
was going to happen. | don't think | should ke put away for it, ‘cause technically | didn™
kill anybody.”
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